Review of the match  against Rheinland 2007-09-19


Board 1: we lost 2 IMPs

At both tables, the bidding started 1club by East, 1 heart by South. In the open room, this was passed back to the opener who reopened with a double and partner bid 1 spade. End of bidding.

In the closed room, Zoran reopened with 2 clubs which became the contract. 

Open question: since East has a strong balanced hand, with Jxx in hearts, could he reopen 1NT?

The play: Although different contracts, the play was similar at both tables with North being able to ruff South's hearts. In open room, on correct play of trumps by South(me), the 1 spade contract should go down 2. In the closed room, 2 clubs, also always go down by 2 on good defence. I believe the declarer at trick 2, should play trump instead of a small heart. With KQJxx, there is not much value in delaying playing trumps to play them from the dummy. And playing trumps sometimes may help reduce the ruffing possibilities by opponents. But in this hand it made no difference of course.

Board 2: we lost 6 IMPS

Interesting hand. Again at both tables, the bidding started  the same, East with 1S, 2H by South, and 2S by West. Then in open room, North chose to pass, while in closed room, North jumped to 4H. 

The 2H bid by South(me) was really limit for an overcall. Bidding NT was not possible and doubling planning to show the heart suit would promise either a stronger hand or a better suit. 

Imo with a heart fit, North must show it, considering his singleton spade, his hand is worth 11 pts.

Question: is it better for North to pass cautiously, raise partner, or even make a jump to game which is what chose North in the close room? My style would be to raise partner, showing support and some values....

Question: with South hand, would you have doubled rather than overcalled? While the suit is only 5 card long, it is very strong with AKQ, so maybe a double was also an option. No one said bidding was easy....

Board 3: a welcome 10 IMPS

 Aggressive bidding by Zoran / Andrea paid off. With our system, opening with 1NT, we would probably have found the game too, especially considering it was a vulnerable game.  But I have sympathy for opponents who shied away from game .

Play: there were 8 sure tricks when trumps were 3-2. To make, the declarer needed to find the heart Ace behind his King, and the Ace, King of clubs in the north hand....

Board 4: losing 6 IMPS

Again, our teammates bid very aggressively. East had a very nice spade suit but that's all he had. And over a weak nt opening, I believe he needed a bit more for his jump to game. They almost made it - down 1.

At our table, opps also opened 1NT, but East bid 2 spades, alerting it was preemptive. As South, I had again a very nice hand and this time I decided the double was right ( 18HCPs and a strong 6+ card diamond suit) , planning to bid my diamonds if partner had the clubs. When Al bid 3 hearts, I should have passed, since opponents had at least 18+ hcps and game was very unlikely... Raising my partner to 4 hearts was a mistake. I should have passed, planning to go to 4 only if opps were bidding 3 spades...

Board 5: winning 5 IMPS

Not much to say here. In the closed room, our opps ended up in a 1NT contract which could not be done, while we played and made 2 diamonds in the open room. 

Play: To make 2 diamonds, I had to find the heart Queen on-side (luckily it was) or end-play West in playing hearts for me. I did not play this very well (awful is a better word). Any suggestions on the correct line of play welcome.

Board 6 and 7 were push boards. Good bidding by Andrea/Zoran. Imo in board 7, Zoran was right to show his heart support and strength level right away rather than bidding a new suit. It made for a very easy auction: 1H - 2H- 4H....   

Board 8: a gain of 6 imps brought upon by aggressive bidding by teammates who forced their opps to 4 spades doubled while we were able to play in 3 spades. 

When Al invited me (long suit trial), I almost accepted since I had 4 spades,  and was near the max for my 2 spades bid with 8 pts. What made me reject, was that I had only JX in his trial suit.

Question: isn't North hand a tad weak to invite to game? 13 hcps and 2 single for 15 pts... It nearly made though since my heart king fit nicely with Al's heart ace and my club Jack was also useful..... 

By the way, I have attached a brief write-up on long suit trial made by Bob Holmes. I hope you find it interesting. If I had followed Bob Holmes's advice, I should have accepted Al's invite. :)) 

Board 9: very similar bidding. We played and made 2 spades. In the other room they went to 3 spades and should have gone down one if defense had played on trumps to prevent the declarer to ruff hearts in dummy. 

Board 10: push board but an interesting slam bid by both teams. A slam with only 22 HCPs and a single fit in hearts . Not an obvious one. Congrats . Well done teammates.

