Review of the match against BridgeBuilders on 3. March 2007.
Hello, my friends – we lost another match, but it was a good event and we made only a very few mistakes (which were, of course, penalized in IMPs as hard as possible).

Board 1: both tables ended in 3D partscore. Open room opps defended badly and allowed for us an extra overtrick, so +2 (we defended to +1 with Tomek). 1 IMP for us.
Board 2: 3NT+1 on both tables. Push board.
Board 3: 1C-3D (weak jump overcall)-3NT the bidding, +2 both. Push board.

Board 4: 4S+2 both. 6S was cold, but not easy to show the essential J10 support, and long spade holder had a heart void, so misfit at all. Push board.

Board 5: the great loss. Andrea-Miksa reached a 6D slam with 2 aces missing (on RKC Miksa answered 5D as 2 keycards: if they accepted !D as trump then he had 2+Q, if not, then 1 only). This is the problem with minor suit slams: if RKC shows not enough aces, sometimes you cannot sign off on level 5 (so ask only when 2 keycards surely enough for slam!). At our table opps bidded 5D only, and we allowed an extra overtrick in defence. 10 IMPS for Bridgebuilders.
Board 6: in open room opps simply bidded 4S and made +2 (not so easy if Miksa returns with trump after !H ace to prevent heart ruffs). In the closed room opps opened with 10 1H, then competed to 5H doubled, and went 2 down. 1 IMP for us.
Board 7: 1D-1NT-3NT bidding, 9 tricks making. Push board.

Board 8: competitive bidding, Miksa-Andrea ended in 3S-2, our opps in 4H-1. Defender line disturbed with D bids. 3S-2 was a playing mistake: from Jx trumps on dummy declarer led the J to AK9xx. Mostly it is not good: the onside Q will cover and 10 still will be high even in 3-3! Low to jack produces 3 trump tricks always when Q is sitting before J, or anywhere 10 doubleton. 2 IMPs for Bridgebuilders.
Board 9-10: 1NT+1 all. Totally same play in board 9! Push boards.
Board 11: 2NT on both tables: we in closed got an overtrick by the lead. 1 IMP for us.
Board 12: Over West’s 1NT opening a competitive bidding at both tables: in the open room opps competed to 3H and made, while we allowed 3C for NT opener which made too. We have to push them a bit, so 3H would be a good bid. 6 IMPs for BridgeBuilders.
Board 13: Miksa-Andrea normally reached 3NT and made +1. Our opps made a mistake and escaped into 5C from their 3NT. Tomek led a H, I put the 6 into 7 (Tomek saw the 2-3-4-5 too), but when he gained the lead, did not followed H while I still had a trump for a ruff. So we missed the ruff and missed set the contract. 1 IMP for us – with setting this game we’d egalize nearly.
Board 14: 3NT on both tables. A D jack lead had gone to Qxxx versus Ax. I covered with Q (followed by K from Kx), opps not – and this was my mistake, because ducking on dummy twice (!!) is the best play. If J led from KJ10xx, covering does not hurt, buti f from J10xx (or longer without K) no reason in covering. But, if K is before the Q, we have enough time to cover later… My playing tactics mistake produced 10 IMPS for Bridgebuilders.
AT ALL: interesting to see how much (6!) push boards were now, and 5 times only 1-2 IMPs difference was between the teams. Only 3 boards with big scores: once I missed the playing, once Miksa-Andrea the bidding, and once we did not pushed them enough strongly in a competitive bidding (this is not such a big mistake at all). So our play clearly became better, and regularly we reach and make the same contracts a sexpert opponents. Very close match even if lost!

Cheers: Thomas
