Review of the match against Princess 2007. III. 13. – 13th was not an unlucky day!
Board 1: same bidding, 2NT-3D-3H partscore played on both tables, 9 tricks made. Push board.
Board 2: 1D-1S-2NT-3NT was the bidding on both tables. In open room opponents defended badly: they missed the S K trick when Yvon played low to QJ. If West would win the K, and follows H 10, then no way to avoid -1 with unstopped H. May be Yvon’s D-finesse was dangerous then (if loses, West gains the lead again, the dangerous opponent) – but no other way, lucky D KJ were at East. In the closed room I led badly (a spade), but declarer was not as brave as Yvon, and made only +1, while Yvon +2. 1 IMP for Al and friends.
Board 3: Congrat, Thomas((! The bidding was third time totally the same! 2S weak opening, then p-p-3H-p-3NT. Spade lead was normal: both defenders put the Q from AQ, and declarer won the K (and still had a stopper with remaining 10-9). I guessed the weak opener to sit without D ace and – mostly – without C king (S AQ confirmed there). I recognized that not the S, but D suit is dangerous, so the weak opener is the dangerous opponent. That’s why I unblocked H ace, and started C with jack – and after king has covered, pulled my 3 heart tricks (with 1 high H remaining, in order to avoid self-squeeze in hand). Then tested the !C Q (weak opener could have 10x – and bingo, 10 dropped!). If 10 would not dropped, I can safely exit with C9, if South is out of clubs, and !D K is still a winner. At the other table declarer guessed clubs badly, 10x won at Yvon, and Yvon produced an excellent switch to D Q (a bit better to pull S ace at first and then switch). King has covered, ace won and they went one down, while my contract made +1. 12 IMPs for us!
Board 4: same bidding (only the opening was different, 1C and 1D with 4-4 minors), after a t/o 1S response, then 2H contract made +1. Interesting, that both partners of doubler produced a freebid 2H with good unbid major (AK10xx) and nothing else value. Push board.

Board 5: opponents had much-much luck… In the open room alerts show opponent’s misunderstanding, which was corrected in time. 1S-2NT(jac2NT)-3D(long suit try – which is impossible after Jacoby 2NT, which was a gameforce, no reason in trying)-4NT(RKC)-5S(2 keys and trump Q)-6S. So they bidded a 27-points slam – and all figures (D ace and C king) were onside. So the slam has about max. 25% chance or a bit less, but made… Closed room’s bidding: 1S-4D(splinter, I think better here as Jacoby2NT which denies shortness)-4S all pass, made +2. May be Miksa should bid 4H cue with ace (if he would, I surely continue with RKC, and over 5S response I’d reach the slam too). I personally sympathize with Miksa’s signoff: D king after splinter lost value, so had minimal hand, and slam has bad chance really. 11 IMPs for Princess.
Board 6: great hands for NS. Bidding was a bit different, but based on cuebids and showing extra strength. Al/Yvon reached and made 7S, our opponents 7NT, and both grand slams were cold, no way to defeat any of them. Push board.

Board 7: a greatest loss of this match. Poor Thomas – no congratulations now, I caught +10 in board 3, and now gave back them with 50% rabatt… 3NT contract reached at both tables: Al/Yvon’s opponents doubled it. From AKJxx I led A (then pulled KJ too), while opps started with 4th low, so when East gained the lead with H Q (declarer’s finesse had good chance at all, spade overcaller rebidded H too), could lead the second S, which kicked off remaining Q and declarer could not avoid going 2 down, while I made their contract with an overtrick… Low spade lead kills this 3NT everywhen – and necessary, because after 1S 5+ overcall 3NT declarer must have a spade stopper… 15 IMPs for Princess – match seemed to be lost…
Board 8: Miksa made a little bidding (or only alerting?) mistake: 1D-1H-1S-2C he alerted as „natural”, but I understood as fourth suit forcing either with clubs or without. Luckily he had the strength for 4sf method either… Both tables reached 4H contract of tragicomedy: with trump AKQ missing (and why not Axx-KQ distribution, so all 3 honors could win). Miksa played excellently for a while, and had chance of making! Opps started with trump KQ, then switched to D which was ruffed in hand. Miksa continued with spade 9 to Q, then with clever C finesse which worked (no other chance, because trump ace still going to win, and no other losers allowable to make 10 tricks). Here was the critical point! Miksa continued a low C (ruffed with dummy’s last trump), and pulled D ace for a club discard, led low spade, and win covering jack with ace in hand. Hand held 10 of S, dummy Kx – so the suit was blocked (overtook the 10, but in 4-2 remaining low S was not a winner)… The fine way: after C finesse working needed to pull S ace (good against all 3-3 spade breaks at defenders or against 4-2 when 2 are Jx, which was the situation!). After J of spades dropped, continue with 10 (winner!), duck on dummy, and ruffs trump ace or not, the same: if not, lead a low C to trump J, pull D ace and S king and 2 remaining clubs would be discarded and only trump ace is the 3rd winner of defenders. So 4H was makeable after trump leads, but tough way, hard to find. At the other table (after same trump leads) opps played badly at all and went two down. 2 IMPs for Al and friends.
Board 9: my second present for opponents… Nearly the same bidding to 4H, which had 4 unescapable losers. Same D lead from AKxxxx. With 2 cards on dummy, I was signaling hi-lo from Jxx – in order to show suit preference to higher suit, spades (thought Miksa must know I do not ask for following, when dummy clearly will ruff). I forgot that Miksa (D overcaller) might have 6 or more, and can think I want to overruff dummy. So continued, because trusted in my „encouraging” signal – and gave a ruff and sluff, so I made the bad 4H. 10IMPs for Princess – now their team nearly was not Princess, but Queen…

Board 10: Yvon produced a nice 3H preempt, and opps reached a 4S contract in 4-3… Of course our break was 3-3 (why not???:). 4S was cold. We played 3NT – tough contract with only 1 heart stopper (opps were silent, but they led a H from 7-card suit). Miksa played it excellently and made +1: bravo Miksa! Push board.
Board 11: opponents’ punished mistake! Al/Yvon bidded 5Dx – and they must go down after H lead, recall (we won), and D ace was opponent’s second trick. Simply following hearts would produce a ruff. But they switched to S (underleading ace), Yvon DID NOT RUFF but thought about underlead and let the king win (a great luck, but still had no other chance!!!), then =. A poker-like play (no other way, great decision) and a very bad defense gave us the board. Our bidding was different: P-1H-2D-dbl-4D-dbl-p-4H. I opened 1H, and after overcall I recognized Miksa’s double as negative (which really was), 4(+) spades. This neg dbl does not deny absolutely the H support, because forcing. After 4D I bidded a responsive-type double: I had minimal opener, and was not sure, that Miksa has enough for a spade game or not. I understood my dbl as „both majors, can play game if you have the strength for 4th level”. Miksa bidded 4H – and this was our worse fit, 5-2 only and not 5-4. I went two down (no way to make, while 4S was good). 10 lucky IMPs for us!
Board 12: Al opened 1H with a 2H opener – his style – our opps passed with that hand, but the final contract was the same 4H and made. It was hard not to double with my hand – AQxxx in spades behind 1S opener and KJx hearts – but could discipline myself, luckily. Push board.
Board 13: behind 1NT opener West was very strong. Against Al/Yvon West doubled either 1NT or the final 3S. We play DONT, so with 5-card diamonds only I passed passed and passed – hoped opps to go down (no penalty dbl in DONT). 3S reached, and I played hoki-style: never double a partscore when failing is not sure, and the dbl= might make a game from the partscore. West misdefended in open room: instead of pulling !H Q needed to follow with a diamond to jack (cannot be wrong: either the jack at partner, then can shorten declarer in trumps, or at declarer, then partner will ruff). Ruffed H Q let the jack to break free, and contract made. I defended a bit badly (pulled trumps) and helped to declarer as well. But – not doubled!!! 11 IMPs for us, and the nearly lost match now equal!!!!
Board 14: my luck(. Both declarers ended in 3H: Al/Yvon’s opponents helped a bit so it was easy to make +1. My opps started with trumps, and when regained the lead, followed – and I’ve done it badly, when ducked in dummy (needed to put Q, lead S Q, a ruffing finesse, and the 3rd trump is a last entry to dummy with a club ruff). The God was with me: even though I killed my own dummy, South had D AK, so when I had to lead from QJx, could not avoid to lose a diamond. 1 IMP for Princess: needed some extra time, because 2 or more IMPs needed to win!
Extra time: Al was brave: 1D-1S-dbl-3S-5D was the bidding. Even though the trump lead, which established dummy’s 6 as an entry, and C AQ onside, this contract had to go down: simply there were not enough entries to lead clubs from dummy to hand. West produced the greatest mistake of the match: after !C ace winning, took the Q (from Qxx) to the table – which was a suicide, because dummy was dead yet, and in hand KJ remained… In our room the bidding was much more conservative, and the 3D made with an overtrick. 7 IMPs for us – and we won the match, penalties did not need(!
In this match our regular mistakes came (my balance is -15, caught 10 and gave 25 IMPs…), but opponents produced some suicides as well – and the God helped at the end(. It was time to win a match after 5 losses – well done!
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