12 Review of the match  won against avengers 2007-03-18
Congrat Yvon, Mihailo and Binyamin we won against strong opponents by a margin of more than 40 IMPs.
We were lucky some times, but we made very few mistakes and put pressure on them beginning with the first hand.
The very aggressive style of preempts Yvon and I use payed. Thank you Yvon trusting me in #1 and #4.
# 1. My opening wasn’t a book-bid. I need the J of hearts additionally. Btw. Do we play NAMYATS, Yvon? We should do so. Then you know for sure, that I have no outside A or K, if I open 4H.
Very nice to pass with your void. You know, you have at least 2 tricks for me, but if you play spades maybe you’ll never reach my table.
Very lucky to make this contract: diamond K onside; club 10 onside and hearts behaved ..........
Very well defended by Mihailo and Binyamin. One wrong move and he had made 4S.
Perhaps 4S is even the better contract. Lucky for us. Very important for the spirit of the match to win IMPs on such a board in the first hand.
# 2. Great declarer play by Mihailo. It is futile to cover the diamond Q and resulted in the loss of the game at our table. After the hold up opponents could not defend Mihailo. Clap clap clap.
Good defense by Yvon. This was the only chance. Btw. If Yvon had A of hearts, this must be cashed before playing the 3. round diamonds.

# 3. Difficult defense against 3NT. If North is void in clubs you must NOT take the first round with your A, because declare will establish all his clubs in the next round. If clubs are 6511 you should take it. Very difficult decision for Yvon. Guess it was correct to hold up (even if I old him the contrary during the match; sorry Yvon – Btw. Teaching during the match is always wrong)
But the Q of diamonds was a great mistake. He had finessed on the way back for sure. 
3NT isn’t a good contract and M/B did well to bid 3D only.
# 4. I had the correct feeling once more. Not a “book” 2S again (missing the intermediates). But I had 7.
Great pass by Yvon again and we stopped at the makeable level.

# 5. This time East at our table was very lucky not to go down 2 or 3. The xx was a terrible bid. He found partner absolute maximum for his initial pass.
He played bad. If he had finessed the spade at the end, maybe 2 diamonds were made even.
Luck for us.
# 6. We played the inferior contract. The X was very dangerous again, but understandable after East opened and bid once more with his 9 HCP.
# 7. Partscore swing for us. We outbid them at the 2-level and had the luck to win both part-scores.

# 8. Very lucky hand
Both tables missed a cold game. At our table I should perhaps bid 2 clubs (forcing Cue) instead of 2 hearts, which shows 9-11 HCP. Yvon should raise to 3 anyway. (he didn’t realize, that I jumped)
I didn’t like the 1 diamond overcall, though it is a normal bid.
The 1NT bid at the other table can only interpreted as misclick. 1NT shows 8-10 HCP. Her a cuebid is a must.

# 9. Here 2NT is the rebid not 3 club. 3 clubs shows a real 1-suiter e.g.  xx, xx, Axx, AKJxxx. But in the actual hand, you have a stopper in the non bid suit, 6322 and a broken club-suit, so 2NT is more descriptive.
1H 2C 2D 2N 3N should the bidding.
# 10. Yvon and I missed a ggod slam, opponents had no idea of slam, but that doesn’t matter.
2NT (balanced or semibalanced 20-22) ....................... 3H (xfer for spades)
3S     (accept but no superaccept: no good support)   4D (second suit 5+4+ at least)
4H     (Cuebid confirming a 4-card diamond suit)........4S   (Cuebid for diamonds)
now we both chickened out: I missed a simple 5C cuebid, but Yvon should have bid the slam anyway holding a 5-carder (He knows a9-card-fit) and the 2 black Aces opposite 2NT opener

A few remarks about bidding after opener showed a balanced hand:
To open 1NT you need 4333 4432 or 5332 distribution. To open 2NT also semibalanced hands 6332 5422 and 4441 are allowed with honors in the short suits. It is very difficult to describe a 20-22 semibalanced hand except with 2NT opening.
After 2NT we play Jacoby-xfers, puppet-Stayman and minor-suit-stayman (3 spades)
http://www.albrecht-hollstein.de/Bridge/2-1%20weak%20NT/strong%20openings/2NT.htm 
General principle:
xNT – xfer – accept – new suit(responder show 2-suiter) – another suit (opener accepts 2. suit with a Cue)
E:G: 2NT 3D(hearts) 3H(no superaccept) 4D(2.suit) 4S(Cue-bid confirming diamonds)
BUT: xNT – xfer – superaccept (Confirms the suit) – new suit (Cue-bid)


# 11. Successful bidding at both tables. I like Binyamin 3S with this 6/6. 4S should be automatic after double.
Now they are at the 5-level and haven’t bid the hearts, except that X showed 4-carder.  Misjudged by North to leave the X in. He knows the double fit in the reds and probably opponents have a double-fit in the blacks. With both sides having a double fit: When in doubt, bid one more.
I had one my “ideas” after 1D 2S X 3S 4H 4S I felt there  was a lot of dynamic in the bidding and I was sure, if I now jumped to 6H without hesitation one of them would find 6S (and perhaps 6JH can be made lol).
My table-presence worked :) and we got another double-swing.
# 12. We played the normal 1NT. Yvon had no problems to make 1S 2H 2H and 2C tricks.
Opponents declarer didn’t count his tricks and made the losing club finesse.
Mihailo found the good heart switch at the end. Congrat. You took advantage from opponents mistake.
2 important rules:

a. Avoid mistakes, if possible.

b. Take advantage of opponents mistakes

# 13. The match was over before the last 2 hands. We were leading by 32 Imps and could not really defeated.
Good judgement by Yvon not to try for slam after he knew I had 3433 3424 or 2434 distribution.
If my answer to his 3C question were 3D (4-carder) or 3H (5-carder) he had bid the slam.
Distribution was terrible, but could do no harm. The X was incredibly and Yvon’s XX full of trust.
Normally XX is out, when you lead by 32 IMPs, but here it was necessary.
# 14. Push board. Mihailo/Binyamin correctly let them play 1H; so what? We must bid 2H and they went down 2 in 3C so no score.

After all we could post a high win against a normally strong team. We challenged them twice and lost. 

Congrat Mihailo, Binyamin and Yvon, you played a great match.
