	"Al and friends" Review the match from 2006-12-04 in Rays ladder

	1
	Same 3NT contract at both tables. At one table, following the opener’s rebid of 2D negating having a major, the responder aggressively jumped to game with 9HCP only but good intermediates. At the other table, bidding proceeded more cautiously with 2NT. The contract had to be reached anyway with opener being maximum. 

Play of the hand: at both tables contract failed while declarer had 8 sure tricks.  The 9th elusive trick could only be found in H (guessing the 10) but both declarers had to play the suit and were unable to set-up the additional trick. 
	=

	2
	Same 3NT contract bid and made at both tables. Actually contract is not that easy to make. But at both tables poor play on 3rd trick by defenders opening a new suit helped the declarer.
	=

	3
	Over a 2NT opening by opps, a gutsy 3D overcall by Al prevented opps from reaching the normal 3NT which was found at the other table. 
	+8 IMPS

Opps bidding error

	4
	Both tables playing and making 4 spades. Only difference worth 1 imp is that opps did guess right the position of the Queen of spades
	-1 IMPS



	5
	A bidding story similar to board 3. A good overcall by Thomas of 3 clubs raised by Mihailo, prevented opps from finding the 4 spades contract which was played at our table. The double of 3 clubs by opps promised both or at least one major. However the raise by Mihailo made it very difficult on opps which had to guess if partner had spades or not at the 4th level….
	+10 IMPS

good aggressive bidding

by our team

	6
	Same bidding at both tables. Unfortunate misclick by Mihailo. 
	-6 IMPS

on a misclik

	7
	At the other table dealer opened 1D a flat weak hand  with 11HCPs which I passed (rule of 15). Played and made 1NT.

In my view this board could have gone either way. 
	-3 IMPS

	8
	At our table our opps found easily their good fit in hearts. At the other table Mihailo decided not to open a 5422 hand with only 10 HCPs . However it did meet all criteria for opening . A 7 losers with 2.5 quick tricks and with points in the suits with good intermediate.
	-7 IMPS

bidding slip

	9
	At the other table our team played 2 spades in a 4-3 fit for –2. While at our table, the opps played 2 clubs in a 4-4 fit for –1. 

Al: pls. comment on rebid by Thomas. I believe at Imps trying to find the fit should be the priority and 2 clubs the best rebid.
	-3 IMPS

	10
	Same 3NT contract. The opps let us win 1 imp on a bad play by not playing the Ace of diamonds. 
	+1 IMP

	
	
	

	11
	100% Yvon’s error who failed to sacrifice. Following Michael’s 

bid by partner, a 9 spade fit was known, and it was clear that a sacrifice was in order to insure against a vuln game in hearts by opps.  I am ashamed of this one. 
	-9 IMPS

Bidding error

By Yvon

	12
	Small victory here when we pushed the opps at 3 spades and a good play by Al not playing his Ace of heart which would have set-up 2 heart tricks for opps and allowed them to make the contract. Our team at the other table had no problem making 2 spades + 1 when opps cashed their Ace of hearts right away.
	+6 IMPS

rewarding

Good Bidding +

Good Defense

	13
	Same contract of 2NT, same lead and results….
	=

	14
	Good last hand for our opps who at the other table jumped into a 3NT game that was unlikely because of lack of entries into dummy but succeeded when dummy queen and jack of spades could be used as entries and clubs were 3-3. Well played by the declarer. At our table, Al considering the hands were a total misfit decided to keep the bidding low to limit the damages.
	-13 IMPS

somewhat lucky

for our opps


