hand #1

1 2007-12-20 08:15 zhupz ufoddn Goreny vanyvon 3♦W= -110  1.00 Movie 

2 2007-12-20 08:15 bennyzl Miksa cjun HueRay    3♦E+1 -130 -1.00 Movie
In the closed room I made only 3 because I failed to see the last spade was good in dummy.

In the open room, the contract was played by East. The club lead (normal) was good for the declarer. It was not an inspiring dummy with 5 trumps and no clubs left for the declarers. Instead of playing on hearts (Ace and Queen), I think it is best to simply return a trump. Maybe North  seeing South play the 6 on his heart ace, saw it as an encouraging signal ???

hand #2

1 2007-12-20 08:20 zhupz ufoddn Goreny vanyvon 3♣E+2 -150 13.00 Movie 

2 2007-12-20 08:20 bennyzl Miksa cjun HueRay     6♣E= -920 -13.00 Movie
Bidding: interesting hand

In the open room, the opps bid a very aggressive slam while in the closed room, I passed 3 clubs knowing Thomas had a good hand for his bid, some extra values. Was 3 clubs a forcing bid in this competitive auction? Does it guarantee 5+ clubs? From the bidding, I should realize that partner has at most a singleton in spades. Therefore his hand must be 0355 or 1255. And I should have bid 4 clubs confirming the club fit. I believe it would be very hard to reach slam in our sequence. Any other ideas??


hand #3

1 2007-12-20 08:25 zhupz ufoddn Goreny vanyvon 3NN+4 520 11.00 Movie 

2 2007-12-20 08:28 bennyzl Miksa cjun HueRay     6NS-1 -50 -11.00 Movie
An other very interesting bidding hand. This time our opps failed to reach slam which was bidded by Binyamin/Mihailo.

A key difference in the bidding was that Mihailo opened the bidding 1 club with a very distributional hand and only 9 HCPs while the opponent in the same seat at the other table passed. A few month ago Al mentioned to me a concept called 'ZAR' points that can be used to assess if you should open a weak distributional hand or not. Mihailo's hand has 28 ZAR points and qualified for opening... If you want to know more. Pls. go the the link below. 

ZAR points article: http://public.aci.on.ca/~zpetkov/TheNeverMiss.html
Now, Binyamin had a monster of a hand with 18 HCPs and a nice diamond suit. Once partner opens, I believe it is normal for Binyamin to want to be in slam (especially playing teams).

After Binyamin bids 3 diamonds, what is Mihailo best bid? Should he rebid his long club suit at the 4 or 5 level(my choice)? Mihailo opted to bid 3NT. A dangerous bid I believe. What do you think?

About the play: double dummy, the line of play is to start by testing the diamonds, that failing, cash the clubs and go for the heart finesse. Mihailo relied on the diamond suit breaking favorably but with AKQxxx it was impossible. With AKQTxx, there is a good chance to capture the Jack. 

Good points for our teammates for bidding this slam. 

hand #4

1 2007-12-20 08:30 zhupz ufoddn Goreny vanyvon 3♣W= -110 0.00 Movie 

2 2007-12-20 08:34 bennyzl Miksa cjun HueRay     3♣W= -110 0.00 Movie
a push board

hand #5

1 2007-12-20 08:37 zhupz ufoddn Goreny vanyvon 3♥N-1 -100 3.00 Movie 

2 2007-12-20 08:42 bennyzl Miksa cjun HueRay    3NS-2 -200 -3.00 Movie
On this hand, Thomas overcalled 1 spade and I bid 1 NT. Probably best if we both pass. With 7HCPs outside of the heart suit bid by the opps, and a very poor spade suit, I do not think Thomas has a valid overcall. Also, with only one Ace, I should pass...On the play, we should make at least one more trick...

At the other table, our teammates reached a 3NT contract which is normal. But there are limited communications between the hands....

should have been a push board

hand #6

1 2007-12-20 08:46 bennyzl Miksa cjun HueRay      4♠E+2 -680  13.00 Movie 

2 2007-12-20 08:42 zhupz ufoddn Goreny vanyvon  6♠E= -1430 -13.00 Movie
On this hand, I had only 12 HCP, but I liked my diamonds with AJT, and after Thomas opened 1 spade, I used Jacoby 2NT to show my 4 card support and opening hand value. And Thomas brought us to a nice slam....

hand #7

1 2007-12-20 08:49 bennyzl Miksa cjun HueRay     6♠N= 1430  13.00 Movie 

2 2007-12-20 08:46 zhupz ufoddn Goreny vanyvon 4♥N+2 680 -13.00 Movie
Great slam bid by Binyamin. Bravo!

