Remarks by Mihailo

Match won against NutsBolts 2008-Jan-08

But I was lucky in the last board. I should play it better, as Zoran  pointed out immediately after the last card was played: pull out all  trumps and discard a heart losers on Q and J of spades, saving HA as  an entry. I played it without good plan, changing it in the middle of  the play (pull out trumps - no, stop, I could ruff the heart loser -  no, stop, try for 3-3 break in clubs - no, stop, go for ruffing  finesse in spades...). I am aware of that weaknesses and I thank you  all for giving me the chance to have another lesson.

 As for Board 5, I thought we bid it well but my defense was bad - I  should duck the trump at trick 5 and/or play a diamond at trick 6,  but now I see that it would not set the contract.

 I am very proud of the slam at board 4 and I think it was not the  adventure but good bidding (if I may say so) - East hand is huge  after 1H response by West. I am not sure what would I do if North had  overcalled 2C at our table too, but I think I would bid the same.  Thanks to Zoran, again, for the cue-bid and not sign-off at 4H.

 But that would not be enough without great defense of our teammates  on the board 1. It was great start, giving me so much needed  self-confidence. About my bidding on that board: being short in  partner's opening major, I expected him to have 6 hearts and was  almost sure that he doesn't have 4 spades, so I bid 1NT. And after  the lead of JS I thought that was wise move as spades were unbid and I  liked the spade lead. Who knows, maybe that's the reason for North to  jump in with the Ace making my play easy?

 Board 7: I was tempted to bid New Minor Forcing 2D, but I thought  that my hand is too flat and with two tens and honour doublet I  decided to play in NT contract, not investigating the spade fit. I  would like to hear your opinion.

 Board 9 was another dilemma for me what to do. South's 1H bid after  my double promised much better hand (if I am not wrong 1H is forcing  bid), and I was pleased to hear Zoran's 3NT. But then 4D by North?  Should I bid 4NT (that wouldn't be Blackwood nor invitation for 6NT,  I hope) or not? I had two reasons not to bid it:

   a) South's 1H was the warning that my KH is not worth as much as I

      thought at the beginning,

   b) With 3,5 quick tricks and no intermediate cards I was not sure

      that my hand will be of so much help for 4NT

 So I decided to Dbl, knowing that it will be accepted as penalty  (Zoran promised good stopper in D and my DT might worth something).

 On Board 10 our opps made great defense. Looking now it was logical  for South to play partner for singleton spade, but I am not sure I  would find that lead at the table.

 On Board 11 we had similar situation as in Board 1, this time our  opponent South didn't bid 4-card spade making West's spade lead quite  expected. I am not sure what East as third hand should play, so I  need advice here (on the second run of spades I played KS hoping that  Zoran had 98xx in spades (I lead second high from xxxx)

 For Board 12 I have a question regards the bidding at our table:  Should West Dbl 5D? If East didn't rebid hearts, it is probable that  he has only 5 of them, and with 2 hearts in hand West might conclude  that there are 6 remaining, so there is a chance to take 1H and 1D at  least. If East has AK in hearts or any fast entry to play the third  heart, the contract is set. Besides, N-S can't safely escape to 5S  with West holding QT92. True, South's bid looked as 6-6 in spades and  diamonds, and the KC was placed in front of club bidder, and that  might be the reason for Zoran to Pass without double. I would like to  hear other thoughts on this.

 Last two boards were won thanks to Al-Yvon's great defense and  Zoran's declarer play. I was the lucky one, as I said :).

