Al and Friends vs Kornhill - Jan 26, 2008

Board 1: 

1 2008-01-26 09:13 vanyvon waldheini steven23 andych 2♥S= 110 4.00 Movie 

2 2008-01-26 09:20 edwardfok BobHam gerd123 Goreny 2NN-1 -50 -4.00 Movie
Identical bidding up to 2H by South, which became the final contract played and made by Karl in the closed room. In the other room, the opps played in 2NT down 1. Which shows once again that with an unbalanced hand and poor fit for partner's long suit, it is almost always best to seek refuge in a trump contract rather than play in NT.

The play: in the closed room, it is probably best to try to purge the trumps as quickly as possible. So after cashing the heart Ace, you ruff a spade to go back to hand safely and run down the remaining trumps. With the favourable trump distribution, 3-3, you are then assured of 9 tricks.

In the other room, good defence by Tom/Tom did not give any chance to the opponents.

Board 2:

1 2008-01-26 09:19 vanyvon waldheini steven23 andych 6♦xW-3 500 5.00 Movie 

2 2008-01-26 09:29 edwardfok BobHam gerd123 Goreny 5♦xE-2 300 -5.00 Movie
This time, the auction was quite different, since we opened 2C, our strong bid, while the opps opened 1C, the strongest Precision bid. But the end contract was similar. 

With only 1 useless HCP, but a singleton in the opponent's suit, and a 3 card fit for partner, I chose to jump to game. Considering the vulnerability, this was a risky bid. However, you do not need much to have a chance for game when partner opens 2C.... I was hoping my singleton would be of value to declarer.... With my hand, pass would have been the reasonable action.... or was it? Let me know what you think please. 

When I saw Karl bid 5 spades I was afraid I would pay a high price for my bid. But luckily opps bid on to 6D. 

I think the final contract was very reasonable in the other room. Tomek did well to show his long suit with a 3D overcall, and Thomas with a good fit and values could bid 5D hoping for a good sacrifice.

When the dust settled, we came out with an other 5 IMPs.

Board 10:

1 2008-01-26 10:01 vanyvon waldheini steven23 andych 5♥E-1 100 7.00 Movie 

2 2008-01-26 10:26 edwardfok BobHam gerd123 Goreny 2♥E+2 -170 -7.00 Movie
After Karl t/o double, and RHO 2 hearts raise, I had an easy 2 spades free bid. Better than bid 1NT as was done in the other room. But I made a terrible mistake in bidding 3 spades which should show always 5 spades and a game forcing hand. Luckily it turned to our advantage as the opponents overbid with 5hearts. A 4 spades contract would not have been terribly wrong as 4 hearts was making.

In the other room, Thomas' system probably did not allow him to bid after the t/o double. Tomek ended up playing in 2 hearts making 4. Playing Bergen raises even over a double, a jump in partner's major suit shows a weak hand (2-6 pts) but a 4 card fit. This would have been a useful bid here.

Review by Yvon

