Review match against avengers 2008-02-02


	No
	North
	South
	East
	West
	
	Result
	IMPs
	IMP total
	
	

	1
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	3NN+2
	460
	2
	2
	Movie
	Traveller

	2
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	4♥E-3
	150
	2
	4
	Movie
	Traveller

	3
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	3NE-1
	100
	-3
	1
	Movie
	Traveller

	4
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	4♠xS-1
	-200
	-3
	-2
	Movie
	Traveller

	5
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	3♥E-1
	50
	-3
	-5
	Movie
	Traveller

	6
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	3NE+2
	-660
	-13
	-18
	Movie
	Traveller

	7
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	4♠E-2
	200
	9
	-9
	Movie
	Traveller

	8
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	3NW+1
	-430
	0
	-9
	Movie
	Traveller

	9
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	3♦S+1
	130
	0
	-9
	Movie
	Traveller

	10
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	3♠S=
	140
	6
	-3
	Movie
	Traveller

	11
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	4♣N-1
	-50
	-4
	-7
	Movie
	Traveller

	12
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	3♣xW-1
	100
	0
	-7
	Movie
	Traveller

	13
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	2♥E-2
	200
	-3
	-10
	Movie
	Traveller

	14
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	Thornbury
	jojah45
	4♠N-1
	-50
	3
	-7
	Movie
	Traveller


We played a close match challenging for 1. rank
There were very few mistakes in play. Most IMPs were won or lost in close bidding decisions. While our opponents bid very conservative, we cultivated our aggressive style.
But alas this time this style didn’t pay in #4 #5 #6 #11 #14. In contrast I was too chickened in #9.
There were no mistakes in cardplay except: The ominous # 13 made me make a defensive slip.

# 1. I got a lucky lead and lucky cover of club Q and could make 2 overtricks.

# 2. Same lead at both tables, but Marina played trumps at once and managed to go only -2 instaed of -3 at our table, when I could give Yvon a ruff.

# 3. 3NT-1 at both tables. Identical defense. With open cards you can defend -2, but it is IMPs and you need the contract down 100%, so don’t try for the second down.
Opponents made a speculative double and they were right.
# 4. After the hand was over, I knew, I should have been content with 3 hearts instead of bidding 4.
Double dummy the contract is -2. 
Yvon was lucky to go only -1 after a lot of defensive slips. 

a. Better not play trump to trick 2, you must play heart at once. You need the trumps for ruffs and perhaps for entry to dummy.

b. West must continue to force declarer with diamonds instead of setting up him a club trick.
c. East must continue diamonds instead of heart 8.

d. After the return of heart 8 from East declarer should ruff, draw trumps and give up a heart trick for -1 (Making sure to go only -1, if trumps are 3-2)
e. West must ruff the club 9 with his last trump to promote a trump in partners hand.

# 5. Aggressive bidding and misclick by our declarer costs us 3 IMPs

# 6. Aggressive bid slam, which would be won, if N/S hands are exchanged. It is not my taste to bid such slams, I’m not going to criticize, if teammates do. There is no right or wrong. It is only suceess that counts.
The East hand is not a 2C but a 2NT opening  imho.

# 7. This time opponents bid the wrong contract. I hate raising partner with a 3-carder.
Marina had no problems in making 10 tricks in NT due to favourable break in spades.

# 8. Banana 3NT+1
# 9. I was really tempted to bid 3NT instead of pass after Yvons 3 diamond. If this hand were #14 and we were trailing by 10 Imps. 3Nt would be automatic.
The xx  was support showing exactly 3 cards. So I could not know, that he got 6-carder and 2 Aces.
If he could have bid 3D, 3Nt would be a good shot, but 3D denies 3-card heart support.
You cannot have the cake and eat it too.
But I had the feeling that 3NT was on. Next time I’ll follow my stomach.

# 10. We stopped in the correct contract. I had no bid with my 4333 and LTC 11. Not to understand why South at the other table let our mates play 3D.
# 11. I tried one of my tactical preempts in third hand. It is an old experience, that most people overbid and often go overboard when they are preempted. So in 3. hand I try from time to time a preempt (with a hand I would open1./2. seat at the 1-level) to push them too high. 
Yvon had the standard preemptive raise and now we were 1 trick too high.
Crime didn’t pay this time. (
# 12. Not one of my favourite doubles, but something must happen. We were trailing by 7 IMPs and only 3 hands to go. Tough decision for Yvon to pass or bid 3D. 
Luckily we find the perfect defense and got it -1. PHEW

# 13. This hand I’m ashamed of. I didn’t saw the club 5 and returned spade instead of club J. So Yvon was endplayed and declarer only -2 instead of -3.

# 14. Now we were trailing 10 IMPs. Something dramatic must happen. I don’t like my 2S weak jump. The suit is too climsy and Q and J in the side suits. Bahhhhhhhhhhh.
But last hand trailing by 10 2 spades was automatic.
I don’t like to raise partners weak 2 on Qx, but in the tactical situation Yvon’s 3 spades were automatic too.
Because a partscore-swing would not score 10 Imps, I decided to gamble the game. If Yvon had Qxx I had a realistic chance. But that was hoping too much. He had for me all the cards I needed in the side-suits.
Once more I cannot understand, why North at the other table let play 2hearts and didn’t balance.
We should remember this pair to bid very conservative.
The match was lost a bit unlucky in hands #4 #5 #6 and there were not much possibilities to create swings later.
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