Review of the match against funseekers MAR 01. 2008 by Yvon

Comments in blue by Al
Comments by Thomas in green

Wow!  Congratulations teammates! An other match played in just over one hour ending with an other nice win. I will comment briefly the most interesting boards. I have attached the lin file for those interested. Of course I am no expert and I offer these comments mostly to verify if my assesment is correct. So feel free to disagree....
Board 2: 

	1
	2008-03-01 12:09
	darla
	tnhoney
	waldheini
	Goreny
	3♦W+1
	-130
	7.00
	Movie

	2
	2008-03-01 12:10
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	lf99lf
	rjp10
	4♥E=
	-420
	-7.00
	Movie


The opponents found the heart game. However I much prefer Karl's  1st bid of 2 spades to opponents's East bidding 2 hearts, with 4 hearts and 5 spades, and 10 Hcps. Maybe Karl should risk a 3 heart bid after Thomas rebids the diamonds. What do you think? 
[AH] 3 hearts should be automatic with 5-4 in majors and 10 HCPs. Opener may hold even 15 HCPs with a 2254 or 2263 and cannot bid NT, because he lacks the hearts. Compare Yvon’s 3 club bid in #3, which led to a lucky 3NT. Remember: vulnerable every 40% game has to be bid. And if it is not laydown, it is often difficult to find the best defense.
Yes, Karl’s bid was the normal, but it absolutely closed the door of the heart game without a heart rebid. With his 10 hcps (and my opening was on 3rd place) not easy to know, if I have full opener hand or not… Of course with a passed partner for me the 3H rebid after 2S is illegal (reverse-GF, and cannot show the good long diamonds). I think it was just unlucky: Karl does not know exactly that I hate weak 1-level openings even on 3rd place. My style is strictly the opposite of Al’s style.Hehehe would be interesting to play to together sometime; Al

Board 3:

	1
	2008-03-01 12:16
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	lf99lf
	rjp10
	3NN+2
	460
	8.00
	Movie

	2
	2008-03-01 12:13
	darla
	tnhoney
	waldheini
	Goreny
	1♠S+1
	110
	-8.00
	Movie


Aggressive bidding by Al and I resulted in a nice 8 imps gain. After opening, why would you stop bidding after partner's bid of 1 spade? Since responder did not limit his hand, a pass is not understandable. Like Al would say: thanks opponents.
True.
[AH] lucky diamond distribution

Board 4:

	1
	2008-03-01 12:20
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	lf99lf
	rjp10
	4♥N+1
	650
	10.00
	Movie

	2
	2008-03-01 12:17
	darla
	tnhoney
	waldheini
	Goreny
	5♣E-2
	200
	-10.00
	Movie


On a preempt bid, there is no right or wrong, only the results count. 
[AH] Correct
Here Karl was absolutely correct in risking a high level bid which resulted in a sacrifice... yielding us 10 more imps.
Good save was! With such a distribution (void) this preempt is good even with 9 hcps (but two aces, to control the suits). I could raise easily with good support either in trumps or in side suits.


Board 5: That’s why I prefer conservative openings with enough hcps. Without a good suit fit easy to land in a NT-contract – and the void is not a value in NT… If I would know partner’s 10 hcps only, never would bid 3NT, which was real opposite a 13-points opener with my good 13. When played, after failing I made an ugly discarding mistake (for one more down), but opponents made the same, so just one down remained. Interesting, that without the terrible 0-4 diamond spot of the opponents, 3NT still making…

In the other room I would prefer 2C overcall immediately, after the opening. Then partner would bid 2H, and 2NT would be the final contract with AKxx stopper in opponent’s diamond suit. The 2C overcall after 1D-1H-1NT bidding shows me better clubs and weaker hand at all.

Board 6: not easy to pass for Yvon, but with aceless opener hand the pass was very good bid after 3S. In our room I was not sure if Karl plays unusual or not, so did not bid 2NT (Just was thinking about it).

Board 7: 3NT was the normal contract, both made.
Board 8:

	1
	2008-03-01 12:36
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	lf99lf
	rjp10
	6♥W=
	-980
	1.00
	Movie

	2
	2008-03-01 12:32
	darla
	tnhoney
	waldheini
	Goreny
	6♥W+1
	-1010
	-1.00
	Movie


a push board. I just want to mention I do not agree with Karl's jump to game. He was much too strong. I much prefer the opps's auction. Luckily Thomas bid the slam...
[AH] Disagree. Karl has a LTC of 9, flat 4333 distribution, 1 Ace only. 4 hearts is the best of all lies with this hand imho.
Thomas with his LTC 5 and controls in every suit needed not much from partner to go to slam. 4 hearts normally shows a heart 5-carder, so there was no need to worry about the trump quality. I like Karl-Thomas bidding.
My hand was very strong, 3 aces, strong side suits and a singleton. I took partner to classic SAYC „jump to game”-hand: so 5+ trumps, less 9 hcps and distributional (singleton or void in a side suit). I was too strong for pass, and if he would have less 9 hcps, no reason is asking aces (either he holds spade ace or not, I surely will bid 6). If I would know that he has such a stronger hand, I would ask RKCB, then the final contract is the same without trump Q…

Board 9: 

	1
	2008-03-01 12:42
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	lf99lf
	rjp10
	5♥N+2
	510
	1.00
	Movie

	2
	2008-03-01 12:35
	darla
	tnhoney
	waldheini
	Goreny
	4♥N+2
	480
	-1.00
	Movie


A push board too. But like Al would say, a terrible mistake by Yvon. We had a cold slam and I stupidly made the wrong bid asking for trump queen... I am very much ashamed.... How could opponents not bid the slam????? For our pair it was easy: Al and I playing 2/1 and the Flannery convention, I opted to do a 2/1 bid to show my hand's strength rather then bid 1 spade. Playing Flannery, Al would bid 2 diamonds with 5 hearts and 4 spades, so finding a spade fit was unlikely after his 1 heart opening... and showing my strenght was more important....
[AH] Such things happen. We are all humans and not robots.
Flannery is great convention. It is very valuably, if applied, but even if not applied too. Think about adding to your toolbox. I never missed the 2D preempt while I hate MULTI.
Another point: Playing 2/1 there is no need to jump like a kangaroo to show strength. The jumps are reserved to show exorbitant suits.

Here my 3H showed a 6-carder, which is playable opposite a singleton with at most 1 loser. And the jump is 100% game force.
It was a misclick, South wanted ask aces, but misclicked 4H as stopping, and undo was not active…

Board 10: 

	1
	2008-03-01 12:46
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	lf99lf
	rjp10
	4♥S+1
	650
	13.00
	Movie

	2
	2008-03-01 12:40
	darla
	tnhoney
	waldheini
	Goreny
	4♥S-2
	-200
	-13.00
	Movie


Thanks again to bad declarer play by opps we got 13 imps. There was no risk in testing the trumps against a bad split....
Also, here I do not understand why Al jumped to game. Is it not better to use Bergen raise? I could have had a stronger hand and a slam be missed, no?
[AH] No, same comment as in #2. I understand your argument. I would jump to 4H with say x, KQxxx, QJxxx, xx too. Now add the spade A to your hand and you are worth a slam try. You would ask 4NT and stop in 5H. You need LTC 5 to go on after 1H 4H.
Btw. I didn’t understood, why you took the 1. trick in dummy instead in your hand. You were going to test the trumps, so you want to be in your hand.


Board 12:

	1
	2008-03-01 12:47
	darla
	tnhoney
	waldheini
	Goreny
	4♥E-3
	150
	12.00
	Movie

	2
	2008-03-01 12:55
	xx1943
	vanyvon
	lf99lf
	rjp10
	4♥E+1
	-450
	-12.00
	Movie


On this one, my defense was wrong. After leading a spade initially and a discouraging response by Al,
[AH] I contributed the spade 4 to trick 1 from KQ43. Paying attention to the pips you could see, that the 3 is missing. Declarer maybe falsecarding, ok, but, why did he took the lead with the A at once. Holding Q or K10 it would be normal to play low from dummy.
 I later made a switch to clubs... and we failed to cash our 2 spade tricks.... I like better the opps' move in my seat, leading the spade jack, in the hope to promote a spade trick in partner's hand.
[AH] Nope. Small is the correct lead. If the J is taken by the A, you have the same problem.
 I failed to realize that switching to clubs, I was betting that partner had both values in clubs and spades. If partner had only values in spades like was the case, they would be lost on the club discards by opps. Grrrrrrrrr! Well done opponents! 


Board 13: the semi-weak opening again… Opps opened with 11 while Karl did not (cleverly: the hand is worse, single Q in it). So we stopped in 2S as overcallers, but they bidded in the other room the hopeless spade game.
A nice sunday all. Yvon
