
7. match #818 
Review of the match against Avengers SUN 2007 FEB 11.
We lost by a great margin of 42 IMps. That seems to be very much. But opponents were not such margin better.
Most Imps were lost at our table (Yvon and me). The match was decided in hand #4 I guess. If I had bid 3S, Yvon had bid 4S for sure. A swing of 18 IMPs. Now the losses in #8 and #12 would not occur and we had saved another 22 IMPs. Now the race had been close
#4    Guess this one is my fault. I was too chickened. I knew Yvon is very strong and was afraid he would bid 4S and go down doubled, if I opened my mouth. But despite my 0 HCP this is a good hand with singleton diamond and 4 spades. Sorry partner. We lost 8 IMPs instead of gaining 10.
#6    Opponents bid a very close game against us. Declarer played very well. I could do better covering heart K with the A and returning a third round of trumps, but then he could win by the spade finesse. And I’m sure he would have made this move. Just very unlucky.
Another note concerning the bidding: Yvon with xxx, Jx, xx, KQJxxxx has 2 reasonable possibilities:
1) Bid 3 Club over 1NT and disturb opponents bidding.
2) Pass and hope they will go down in 3NT
There are a lot of arguments for the one or the other. But if you decide to bid, do it at once. After they staymaned there is no disturbance more. They have exchanged their informations. I’m sure they hadn’t found the nice 4H, after 1NT 3C or after 1NT p 2C p 2S p 3NT p ?? There were no reason to overrule pd an bid the moysian.
As they cards are 3NT is unbeatable too. So we lost against opponents who were agressive in the right moment.
#7    Mihailo and Binyamin’s bidding to 2NT is ok. Opponents 3D was a shot in the dark. 4333 is better for NT!
I found a terrible lead, which led them make this contract.

#8    Difficult decision for Yvon, wether to pass or bid 5D. He knows: 
1) I have wasted values in hearts, 
2) I have no goodies in clubs (because else I had bid 3NT over 3S) 
3) I have probably a singleton spade (because with xx I would have bid 4S)
So he hoped for: x, QJxxx, AQxxx, Ax
Another example for a wrong decision (Compare  #4, where we were too cautious). 
You can criticize such decisions, but that is result-merchandising imho.
If you are on the run, you make all these decisions right.
#10   Difficult trumps situation.
1) You want to draw exactly 2 rounds of trumps, because you need 2 ruffs in dummy.
    If you play A and K of hearts at once, they will play a third round
2) You know RHO has only 2 spades and will overruff dummy.
So the spade at trick 2 with a good move. BUT after the heart return, you should draw a second heart.
#11   the 3-level belongs to the opponents. No good idea to bid 3H with a club 4-carder. You have the trumps against them, probably they have them against you too.
They defended very bad. Club A lead is terrible. You made a misclick not ruffing the 4th round of clubs. But the second round of hearts was a mistake too. After seeing the Q falling 4/1 distribution is very probable in sight of the bidding. So try to make your small hearts. You are -2 from the top (1S 1C 2H and 2D) but holding up the spade A in trick 2 is a good move to preserve communications
That was the reason, why I let them play 2H, why go a risk against 110 or 140 in a team-match. We have no fit in spades. Partner would have bid it.

#12   in #4 both of us underbid and missed the vuln. game. Here we both overbid.
I like Yvons 2D bid. It shows either less than opening strength OR 16+ HCPs.
I wanted to bid a close game (we were trailing by 28 IMPs and only 3 hands to go)
Yvon hoped me for something like x, KJxx, Axxx, xxxx and 6H would be laydown.
I sight of the score (-28 IMPs) his slam try is justified.
#11  I sympathize with Binyamin not to open this terrible EAST hand. North’s weak jump to 2S is far from a book-bid, but they were lucky.
At our table East opened 1C (a terrible bid), Yvon passed (reasonable, but conservative) If I#m in a good mood, I bid 1S (lol). But in this match everything went wrong and we knew, we lost anyway ( next to last hand and trailing by 40 IMPs)
Al
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