Review of the match against Avengers 2007. II. 25.
So, I have to write about another loss… Not a nice work at all.

Board 1: In both room bidding started with a preempt: int he closed room our opps simply bidded 4S, while we in open 3S then 3NT (with spade void – not the best even with a strong hand). Both contracts went one down with unescapable losers (I missed a switch to D ace, with which they would go down 2). Push board.
Board 2: totally same 1C-1S-1NT bidding. In the open room we gave an overtrick with leading H Q-J-10 (to partner’s K), and established opponent’s 9. 1 IMP for Avengers.
Board 3: In the open room 1C 4th seat opening, then opponent overcalled 1D, and Andrea bidded 1NT as free bid with 11 points AJ10xx D and 2 tens. Seems to be a little bit underbidded, (needed 2NT), 1NT was passed and made +3 with a clever endplay at the end. In the closed room 1C-1D was same, followed by dbl, and then opps found and made 3NT with +1. 10 IMPs for Avengers.
Board 4: Same 4S contract, same two overtricks. No slammish trumps, even though 12 tricks automatically got both declarers. Push board.

Board 5: Competitive bidding at both tables, ended in 6H with 2 unescapable losers. Push board.

Board 6: 1D – 2S weak jump was the same. Then in the open room after a dbl opps raised only to 3S and made. In the closed room I feared from their easy game (which was not in their hands, the weak jump was maximal), and raised immediately after 3H to 4S and one down. Not a good business, my fault… 3S raise was enough. 5 IMPS for Avengers.
Board 7: In the open room a 3rd seat opening (but quite a strong one) 1S followed by our 2C overcall, all pass and making. Opener missed to bid, with Jxxx clubs against AKQxxx could not set the contract even with 17 good points. In the closed room was a competitive bidding: p-p-p-1S-dbl-p-2H-dbl-p-2S-p-p-3H-all pass. May be after 1S doubled better to raise immediately even with 2 hcps but 4 card support and a doubleton. I failed to compete with 3S which would have been cold, but took Tomek weaker in support as he was. 2 IMPs for Avengers.
Board 8: In the open 1S-2H-p-4H bidded by opps and one down. In the closed room I passed the 1S (hearts were too weak 10xxxx, and had 4 spades), and after 1NT-3D (Tomek’s weak jump) 3S was opponent’s contract which went one down too. 3 IMPs for Al and friends.
Board 9: Open room: opponent at North opened 1S with 3 empty aces Axxxx Ax xx Axxx hand without any intermediates. Via 1NT-2C 3NT bidded and made. We led not from AK10x, but Qxxx, and gave an extra trick to heart jack immediately, while D suit was not stopped, we would have 4 fast tricks and – depending on play – opps had 1-2 unescapable other losers too. Unlucky defence helped making 3NT. Closed room: I passed with that 12-points 3-aces nothing else hand, opps opened 2S and went two down. It would have been a good result, if 3NT would have gone down too… 5 IMPs for Avengers.
Board 10: same 4S contract, same 10 tricks. Push board.
Board 11: In the open room opps bidded quite simply: 1D-1H-1S (followed by our 2D weak overcall), 4 S and all pass. A cold spade slam was missed. But in the closed room too: 1D-1H-1S same, then I with a 4-7-0-2 strong hand used 2C as 4th suit forcing, Tomek replied 3C (some clubs), and – I missed 3S as confirming of the spades for trump, because hearts were very strong AQJ109xx, so playable 1-loser suit even with void support. After 3S keybids would be on, then 6S making – but we missed. 4H was OK with +1. 1 IMP for Avengers.
Board 12: Open room pair found a bad contract… 1NT followed by Stayman and 3S response (had shown 5-card major), and responder bidded 3NT even with 8-card major fit and they went one down (2C Stayman got a lead-directing dbl). In our room opps simply found and made 4S (1S-2S-4S). 10 IMPs for Avengers.
Board 13: both unlucky 4H-1 contracts with H AKQ and S ace missing. Push board.
Board 14: A lucky non-penalized great misbid by Andrea-Zoran… South opened 1S (10 hcps only), followed by Andrea’s 2S Michaels, H+minor. North passed as trap with a very strong hand, and Zoran bidded 3C with xx clubs (Andrea had xx too!!!). The 2NT would ask the minor, 3C is an own 5+ but mostly 6+ good suit! After 2 passes North doubled (with a pass we’d go down a lot), and helped us into 3D one down, so North (with x AQJxx Ax A10987) let us to escape from 3C with xx-xx „fit”… In the closed room Tomek at South opened a weak 2S, I with that strong hand asked Ogust, and after „bad suit good hand” response at first tried other major fit, and finally bidded 3NT. For making needed H king onside, but now we were lucky and clubs used as entry 3NT+1 making. 9 IMPS for Al and friends.
Misbids by us: 3, 5, 7, 11, 12 and 14 (last was lucky, opps helped). Misdefence in board 2, 9. Without these we’d win the match as I see the result. There was no problem with declarer play.                      Cheers: Thomas
